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Thanks so much for your interest in organising a Ping Pong-A-Thon event. The PPAT Team have created 
three documents that will provide you with everything you need to know to plan and run a Ping Pong-
A-Thon event.

‘Ping Pong-A-Thon: General Information’ provides information about the PPAT event, (a brief 
history, objectives and bene!ts, PPAT’s partner organisations and structure/governance of the PPAT 
organisation). This section will help educate and inspire key stakeholders (church leadership teams, 
community group, school or sporting club boards, etc.). It will assist in establishing credibility, answering 
general questions about the PPAT and help you in gaining the go ahead for the event to take place.

‘Planning A Ping Pong-A-Thon’ is a practical guide to planning/organising the event. This section has 
a focus on choosing a venue, recruiting event participants, promotion and all pre-event logisitics.    
An appendix provides a timeline/schedule that highlights event organiser tasks/responsibilities from 
six months prior to the event up until the day of the event.

‘Ping Pong-A-Thon: Event Set-Up & Execution’ is a step-by step guide to venue set-up, event 
management and post-event procedures.

Don’t be overwhelmed by the length of these documents. Much of what is outlined is common sense 
- things that apply when organising any event. Some PPAT organisers are new to overseeing events 
and want all of the basics to be spelled out. Should you have any questions that aren’t answered 
through these documents, please get in touch. We are here to assist you to put on an amazing event 
that engages the hearts of men in your community and changes the lives of vulnerable young people 
in SE Asia.
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PING PONG-A-THON 
GENERAL INFORMATION

WHAT IS A PING PONG-A-THON?
The Ping Pong-A-Thon is designed to engage the hearts of men on issues of injustice, helping them 
take action as advocates on behalf of young people who’s lives are signi!cantly impacted by human 
tra#cking and sexual exploitation. 

The Ping Pong-A-Thon event is held annually on a weekend in October in multiple locations.  The 
event runs for twenty-four hours (usually from a Friday afternoon/evening to a Saturday afternoon/
evening).  Men register to play table tennis for a minimum of three hours during the event and invite 
their family and friends to sponsor their e$orts.  
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PING PONG-A-THON KEY OBJECTIVES 
• Raise funds to support the work of creative, passionate and innovative organisations who are com-

mitted to supporting, equipping and nurturing the lives of young people impacted by human 
tra#cking and exploitation.  

• Provide a fun, non-threatening environment in which men of all ages and backgrounds can build 
friendships, experience community, participate in something bigger than themselves and take 
initial steps towards becoming an advocate on issues of justice. 

• Raise awareness in the general community of the issues of human tra#cking, modern-day slavery 
and sexual exploitation. 

• Be a vehicle for the establishment of strong community partnerships, (di$erent groups in a com-
munity working together to achieve a shared goal).  

HISTORY OF THE PONG
In November 2011, !fteen everyday Aussie blokes joined together in Melbourne for the !rst PPAT, 
raising $10,000 for two organisations in Asia working in aftercare and prevention of sexual exploitation 
of young people.

The following year, sixty men raised $25,000.

In 2013, with multiple venues across Melbourne and the launch of the !rst event in Adelaide, SA, 270 
men (aged between 9 and 79 years of age) raised $56,000.

THE PONG IN 2014
In 2014, PPAT venues will be established in up to 30 locations throughout WA, SA, VIC, TAS & NT.  

In 2015, The Pong will launch in NSW & QLD and pilot several venues in the US.       

PONG PARTNERS

PPAT currently supports the work of seven partners in Thailand and Cambodia who are passionate 
about working with children, teenagers and young adults who are impacted by or highly vulnerable 
to human tra#cking and/or exploitation.  Information about PPAT partners and speci!c projects 
supported by the PPAT are detailed at: www.pingpongmarathon.com/inspiration/

PPAT partner organisations undergo an extensive application process.  Partners report on use of funds 
twice yearly and are visited once a year by a PPAT team member. PPAT are committed to building 
relationship with partner organisations, providing encouragement, consultative services and other 
practical support in addition to funding of projects.  
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GOVERNANCE/MANAGEMENT
From 2011-2013, the PPAT has been run in partnership with New Hope Baptist Church, (Blackburn, 
Melbourne) and Unshackled (New Hope’s abolitionist movement).  From May 2014, PPAT will operate 
as a project of Partnering For Transformation, (P4T).   P4T, (www.p4t.org.au) is working to create a world 
where everyone is seen and valued, with a focus on developing the social environment towards a just 
society.     

The PPAT team is made up of a small group of passionate volunteers and specialists who help organise, 
promote and facilitate the event.  The team is currently 100% volunteer and event costs are kept as 
low as possible to ensure that at least 80% of funds raised at the event are passed directly to partner 
organisations.  The remaining funds are used to cover event costs and further develop the event. 

WHY JUST MEN?
The PPAT is targeted speci!cally towards men because men are under-represented and disengaged 
when it comes to issues of human tra#cking and exploitation.  Men play a signi!cant role on the 
demand side of these issues, but are conspicuously absent in providing leadership and taking action 
on solutions to this injustice.  Women tend to have a higher level of compassion and engagement. 
The PPAT attempts to provide a starting point for men with regards to awareness, advocacy and 
engagement. 

Women have a signi!cant role to play.  They are often the catalyst behind the scenes, sponsoring 
and encouraging their husbands, boyfriends, fathers, sons, brothers, friends or work colleagues to 
participate in the event and engaging their network of contacts for sponsors on behalf of the signi!cant 
men in their lives.  In 2013, one of the !ve PPAT locations/venues was organised by a passionate 
woman.  Without her vision, this venue would not have been established.  The PPAT team are open to 
establishing a sister event to the PPAT in the future but at present see the value in keeping the PPAT 
event focused speci!cally on men.

THE BENEFITS OF HOSTING A PING PONG-A-THON EVENT
Hosting a PPAT event usually results in the following outcomes for the men who participate and the 
community hosting the event:

• Men experience a powerful sense of meaningful community as they join together, play sport, 
have fun and make friendships. Men who were previously on the fringes of community or 
not connected at all to a healthy community !nd a place to engage and feel at home.  Many 
men go on to have a deeper engagement in their church or community group as a result of 
friendships they make during the PPAT event. 

• The hearts and minds of men are moved and equipped on issues of injustice, empowering 
them to become advocates.  Men gain a sense that they are a part of something that is directly 
impacting the lives of some of the world’s most vulnerable people.  When men begin to believe 
that their actions can have a powerful impact on the world, there is no underestimating what 
may result. 
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• Communities hosting the PPAT event can use the event as a tool to engage with their local 
communities and to raise awareness among the wider community on issues of injustice. In 
2014, one PPAT event will be held in a local pub, another at a beachside outdoor public area. 

• Hosting a PPAT is an easy way to spread a ‘feel good’ vibe in your church/community group or 
sporting group.  Feedback from PPAT’s hosted in a church is that the wider church community 
get a deep sense of pride and energy from seeing the men in their community stand up as 
advocates for vulnerable young people.  A comment from one of the men who participated 
in the !rst PPAT event was, ‘ it feels so good to be doing something for someone else for a 
change instead of just being focused and myself and my problems’.  

• Young vulnerable lives are changed through funds raised at PPAT.  Exploitation and abuse 
is prevented.  Those who have been exploited receive quality aftercare, rehabilitation and 
support in rebuilding their lives, research is funded that will result in preventing abuse for the 
next generation. 



www.pingpongmarathon.com


